
I am a lawyer who has worked in the television industry for over 15
yrs.  I am very concerned about the proposed rule to lessen
ownership restrictions on station ownership.  I would like to see
ownership rolled back to pre-1996 levels.  Today, 1400 radio
stations (and programming and news) are controlled by two owners,
whose offices are far from the communities they serve. Clear Channel
admits that its goal is to sell its sponsors' products not report
news and information. Conglomerate ownership of the media, including
radio, television and print, threatens the public's access to the
media, to the news and, ultimately, the truth.  The quality of the
news has severely declined since 1996. Before, local stations had a
voice in programming that checked the power of the network. Fox and
NBC (with it's 10 other cable channels) admit that news is for
entertainment - so we see jingoism instead of journalism.  More
troubling is the use of the airways to promote management's bias and
fire those who don't reflect it, such as Donahue. A recent story
about the US tactics at the UN was killed at all major networks, and
could only be heard on a publicly supported radio station, though it
was common knowledge in Britain. This is typical of a large
percentage of the news.Power in the hands of too few silences voices
and information that need to be heard.
I am not alone.  Public outrage is growing, as people are becoming
aware of the corporate takeover of the airways. There is a declining
sense of civic responsibility in corporate America that was revealed
on Wall Street but also exists in the media.  Most educated people
no longer trust radio and television news, and turn to PBS, the BBC,
and the few local citizen-supported stations to access the news. The
experiment of the 1996 failed. The stated goals of the FCC are to
promote competition.  Monopolies prevent competition, and when the
media is involved they also limit free speech and the public's right
to know.
Thank you for your time and consideration of my comments.
Darlene Lancer, Esq.


